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Good afternoon University City Staff, Parents and Caregivers,

The chill in the air today is nothing compared to the historic winds of change yesterday with the selection of Ketanji Brown Jackson to the Supreme Court of the United States of 
America. As a Black woman, this comes as both a relief and a joy. We talk about Black Excellence a lot among our students and staff. The reality is, Black Excellence isn’t just a 
goal, but a standard society has particularly demanded of Black women when rising into power and leadership. Ms. Brown Jackson embodied that strength and grace despite 
allegiances that used tactics to denigrate her exceptional accomplishments during her ascension as the first Black woman to one of the most important roles in our Democratic 
society. Black excellence is not easy and should always be celebrated! 

Yellow Brick Road
I am so proud of the excellence on display at University City High School. Last Friday, we celebrated our student singers, dancers and actors as they put on a marvelous cabaret-
style performance inspired by The Wiz. I just have to say, wow! Our partnership with The Black Rep, based right here in University City, coupled with the talents of our students, 
our UCity staff, and support from UCHS Hall of Famer Chris Thomas made this a night to remember. 

Tonight: Arts Night
This evening, the excellence continues with Arts Night at University City High School, a celebration of visual art created by every grade level this school year. I hope you have the 
chance to attend. You will be surprised and delighted by what you see. There is joy, intention, skill, imagination, deep thinking, love and bold expression in the hearts and hands 
of our students, and you will see that tonight in their work. The event begins at 6 p.m.

Empathy and Joy 
More Celebration! Alex McCune’s fourth graders at Jackson Park Elementary School beat their goal six times over by raising more than $6,000 for child refugees from Ukraine! 
Most of the donations were through coins, and the students hand-counted and graphed their donations by classroom. Now, they will plan and host a celebration party for the 
classroom that raised the most relief money. Our students learned a lot about empathy and the joy of helping and giving to others in need.

University City Board of Education
School board elections were held Tuesday. Incumbents Matt Bellows, the Board’s current president, and Director LaVerne Ford-Williams will be returning for new terms. At the 
next Board of Education meeting on Thursday, April 14, the Board will swear them in and say goodbye to our wonderful student Board representative, senior Emma Scharff, and 
hello to our new student appointee, rising senior Michael Simmons. The meeting will be held in-person at the new McNair location, 7700 Olive Boulevard. For registration or to 
submit a citizen comment online, please go to www.ucityschools.org/BOE041422.

More good news this week
Our University City High School robotics team, the Robo Lions, came back with a roar from the pandemic. Under the leadership of UCHS teacher Michael Dorsey, the team was 
invited to play in a bracket with advanced teams this past weekend during the St. Louis Regional FIRST Robotics Competitions. They battled well, defeating two other alliances. 
They fell to the team that went on to win the competition. This was a big deal because the Robo Lions were ranked 30th, and were not a favorite to move on to bracket play. 
What a way to finish the season! 

We also had a wonderful time celebrating Week of the Young Child at Julia Goldstein Early Childhood Education Center. Did you know that the most active brain development 
in your lifetime is from birth to age five and the best way to fuel that growth is through love, social connection and joyful learning through play? Sometimes that learning can be 
messy. This week, I was interviewed by our young “reporters” and look forward to seeing their work in a book being produced in partnership with UCHS students. Also, our 
preschoolers cooked up some fun in their new mud kitchen on the playground this week, thanks to the vision of its teachers and support from the University City Education 
Foundation. You can watch a video about the project here.
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Tonight, April 8, Districtwide Arts Night, 6 to 8 p.m., University City High School

April 12, UCHS AFJROTC Blood Drive, noon to 5 p.m., University City High School. Register for a preferred time slot at 
www.ucityschools.org/AFJROTCBloodDrive.

April 13, All-District Strings Concert, 6:30 p.m., University City High School Gymnasium

April 14, University City Board of Education Regular Meeting, 7 p.m., McNair Administration Building 7700 Olive Boulevard, 
63130. Register at www.ucityschools.org/BOE041422.

April 20, Gearing Up for High School for rising 9th graders & parents/caregivers, 6 p.m., University City High School Auditorium

April 22, Early Release Day

April 30, UCHS Prom, 7-10:30 p.m., Windows On Washington

May 3, Growing Together Kick-Off and Plant Giveaway, 5 to 7 p.m., Brittany Woods Middle School

May 23, UCHS Commencement/Graduation, 7 p.m., Chaifetz Arena

May 26, Early Release Day/Last Day of School for High School

May 27, Early Release Day/Last Day of School for Early Childhood, Elementary & Middle Schools

June 6, First Day of Camp U / UCHS SLA, Details at www.ucityschools.org/CampU

In closing, I wanted to salute our library media specialists who bring so much creativity and energy to their jobs as they work to spark a love 
of books and a community of engaged readers among our students. As we close National Library Week, remember to read a book to or with 
your child in honor of our library media specialists. I can always be reached with questions or concerns at shardin@ucityschools.org or on my 
cell phone at 314-399-0941.
 
In Service of Our Children,
 
Sharonica Hardin-Bartley, Ph.D, PHR
Superintendent
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